It is proposed to consider, in the following paper, the comparative anatomy and The termination of the ileum is guarded by a very complete valvular apparatus, which usually is quite adequate to prevent regurgitation into the small intestine. This apparatus (the ileocoecal valve) consists of two pieces, which bound transversely the opening of the ileum into the large intestine; the inferior piece is the larger, owing to the obliquity with which the small intestine enters. A duplicature of mucous membrane enters into the formation of eaeh flap of this valve, and a few of the circular muscular fibres of the ileum are also to be found in it; nevertheless, its action seems to be far more of a mechanical than an organic nature, as is shown by the fact of its preventing the regurgitation of fluid, or even air, after being removed from the body.

